
Industrial 
Revolution           

(in Europe)



Good Afternoon!
1. Please grab your journal & find your seat
2. Title a new page in your journal “Revolutions Begin”.
3. On the new page title and complete the following entry 

quiz (write the question AND your answer):

True/ False?

1. We currently live in an industrial society (caused by the industrial 
revolution)?

2. Factory & mine owners wanted women or children to work rather than men?
3. Before industrial revolution people posed their dead children for pictures?



Dictionary.com says… “forcible overthrow of a 
government or social order in favor of a new 
system”

1. The Industrial Revolution was a little bit 
different.
a. Started in Britain 
b. A long, slow, and uneven process
c. Production shifted from simple hand 

tools to complex machines and this 
impacted every element of society. 
Forever!

What do you think of when you hear the word 
“revolution”?



Before:        After:
1. Some people lived in cities but most 

people lived in rural areas (only 
traveled to cities to trade)

2. Grew their own food using 
handmade tools and animals to work 
their farmland

3. The humanist movement, 
reformation, and scientific revolution 
did not reach very far outside of 
major population centers

● Incredible technology and 
medicine advancements caused…
○ Most small towns and villages 

turned into cities and most 
people now live in cities.

○ Most people now buy clothes 
and food that someone else 
produced.

○ Traveling is much easier,  
common, and convenient 



Where: England



Improved Farming 
Practices

● Combined small fields 
to make larger fields

● Mixed soils to get 
more crops

● Rotated crops to 
fertilize soil

● Invention of the seed 
drill

Population Growth

● Caused by better 
nutrition

●

● Disease ~ every 10 yrs 
○ Caused by 

overcrowding & 
poor sanitation

○ Led to invention of 
anesthetic

New Technologies 

●

● Created movement 
in social classes

● Poorest classes 
(farming families) 
were unhappy 
unhappy and desired 
change

Caused families with 
small farms to move into 
cities (urbanization)

More people = more 
workers & increased 
demand for goods



Living 
Conditions:
Working 
Class



Tenements: small apartments in multi-story 
buildings in which the poor lived

1. No running water
2. No sewage
3. No garbage

*Large families

 



Women, Children & Social Classes
1. When families from rural areas moved into cities, the poorest classes 

moved up to middle class. But DID NOT sympathize with the poor.

a. Mothers & children in the middle class stayed home

b. Mothers & children from poor families worked in factories or mines



Working Conditions & Child 
Labor

1. Two options: Mines or Mills
2. 7 days/week
3. More than 12 hours/day
4. Machines had no safety features 
5. Many lost limbs or their lives 

because of exhaustion

1. Children were given dangerous jobs 
because of their small size

2. Many began work as young as 5 years old
3. Parents accepted child labor because 

they needed the money



People posed their dead children for photographs.





1. Please grab your journal & read the          
following paragraph (DON’T copy into journal)

The houses are packed very closely together and 
since the bank of the river is very steep it is possible to see a part of every 
house. All of them have been blackened by soot. All of them are crumbling 
with age and have broken window panes and window frames. In the 
background there are old factory buildings that look like barracks. On the 
other side of the river, one sees a long row of houses and factories. The 
second is a roofless ruin, filled with refuse, and the third has neither doors 
nor windows. In the background one sees the paupers cemetery, a dirt patch, 
and the railways to liverpool and Leeds.

2. On a new page in your journal, summarize EACH sentence with the 
SHORTEST sentence that you can think of. **Try to not any of the words 
from the original sentence (as few as possible).



● First Industrial Revolution: 1760’s -1840’s
● Second Industrial Revolution: 1850’s -1914

- Both are characterized by increased urban population 
and advancements in medicine & technology that paved 
the way for many of today’s technologies



Inventions Group 
Poster● Create a poster of your findings that includes:

○ Invention & inventor names

○ Drawing & explanation of invention/usage

○ Date of invention (was this the 1st or 2nd 
Industrial Revolution?)

○ Where was this invented?

○ List of historical & modern things that use 
this technology/invention (at least 4)

○ How did this invention change people’s life 
or society (1 paragraph)

Task: Research inventions of the 1st & 2nd 
Industrial Revolutions, then summarize their 
impacts on later & modern technology

http://americanhistory.about.com/od/industrialrev/fl/Industrial-Re
volution-Inventors-Chart.htm 

http://americanhistory.about.com/od/industrialrev/fl/Industrial-Revolution-Inventors-Chart.htm
http://americanhistory.about.com/od/industrialrev/fl/Industrial-Revolution-Inventors-Chart.htm
http://americanhistory.about.com/od/industrialrev/fl/Industrial-Revolution-Inventors-Chart.htm




Please get your posters and a computer if you need it. When the 
bell rings I will start a timer for 20 minutes. When the timer 
rings we will stop and present.
● Create a poster of your findings that includes:

○ Invention & inventor names

○ Drawing & explanation of invention/usage

○ Date of invention (was this the 1st or 2nd Industrial Revolution?)

○ Where was this invented?

○ List of historical & modern things that use this 
technology/invention (at least 4)

○ How did this invention change people’s life or society (1 
paragraph)





1. Please grab your journals & posters and tape them up 
anywhere in the room

2. Title a new page in your journal “People & technology 
of Industrial Revolutions”

What does this cartoon 
say about the industrial 
revolution?



Poster presentations:

● Each person needs to talk
● Take notes on:

○ Who
○ What
○ When (which revolution)
○ How it was used originally
○ How this changed people’s 

lives in the time period

1st Ind. Revolution 
(to 1860)

2nd Ind. Revolution 
(to 1914)



Think about what these 
pictures 
mean/represent….. be 
ready to share 



How the Textile & Transportation Revolutions 
Worked Together

Large amounts 
of goods= high 
demand

High demand= 
lower prices

Low prices= 
more demand 
& production

Steam engines made 
over-land distribution almost 
two times faster & allowed 
merchants to bypass 
turnpikes (privately owned 
roads that cost money to use).



New thought emerges...
Government Ideal

Laissez-Faire

Socialism

Communism

Theorist

Karl Marx

Robert Owen

Thomas Malthus

Theorist’s ideal

Government should not 
interfere with the operation 
of the economy

Workers would set up a 
class-less society where 
each person would own 
and control a small part of 
all companies. 

Every person would own 
and control a small part of 
all companies

In practice… Communism 
became a system in which a 
small group of elite controlled 
all economic and political life 
& the rest of society lived in a 
class-less society.




